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Yote now!

Old Dux meeting 25th May

Meeting
The date of the May meeting draws closer. o o reminder (o
those who are coming to give their car registration  and
passenper detaily to Bob as soon as possible The list for
submisaion 1o Duxford security must be comyprled ar feast §
divs belore the event so try and avoud o Last munate rosh

1D badges

Pemember 1o wear your 11 badges at the mecting, voin man
have a recallection of what somcone looked hke when you
knew them at Duxford but time and sapging memories need
ihe help of a name tag! If vou need a badge please ring me on
H1709-560771 and give me the nimme vou wamt on the badge,
this of course includes your partner, 1 will then be able to
hand them out at the meeting,

Subs
You may recall that at a previons meeting if was agreed that
the renewal of subs would be an annuat event and become
dne e the Moy every vear H vou are coming to the mecting
vou may pay there, if not pavment by cheque please to ms
address, (not to Bob). Recepts will ouly be given of
specifically 1equested.

Membership hist
Due to a mix up with the Post Office, who scemed to be
nnder the tmpression that they were supposed to keep the
mal and not deliver i, some of you may not have pot your
membershup st i thisis so | nng me tmber as above) and
Iwill post one ofT 1o vou

Annual Dinner

The date for the dinner las now been confinmed as Sat 13ih
September, the nitial confusion was becaunse the Mess had
tahen a double booking that evening. Thanks to some hard
barpaining by Bob we won the day, or evening, so book now
and avoid disappointment later. A deposit of £3 per person is
due now with the balance to be paid by the Ist of September,
as before paviment can be made by instalments, the exact
amennt per wmstalment is up to cach individual to decide

One of our new members, Ritchie Richards, who was heavily
involved in the carly development of radar has submitted the
stony about one of his ‘expericnces” whilst serving at Duxford
during the war vears. A future edition of the newsletter will
tell ns story m more detail.

The bombs that hit Duxford,

1t was approx 0100 his when | arrived back at Duxford, deadly
tired afier an pleoholic cvening in London, and afler parking
my car { A Rover 14 sports that 1 had recently purchased {rom
the C.0. of 19 Sqdn for £75) 1 headed for my barrack block.

Snoring from all angles greeting me when [ entered my
room. situated on the first floor in a fairly new block, (I think
2nd on the left as vou come in the main entrance) and within
seconds had joined the chorus afler 1 had crashed out in my pil

The time was 0145 hrs when vast explosions hit the
camp | woke up to sec bright moonlight streaming through a
hole that had once been a blacked out window next to my bed
The glass had shattered into small picces and was all over iy
blankets, I shook it all off and went back to sleep! ( The fresh
air helped ).
Fiftcen minutes later, a lot of shouting,” All out of this room- go
to the other end of the block™ apparently an uncxploded bomb
had been discovered about 35t from the end of the block. |
shook the glass out of my boots, and crunching over the remains
of the window, gathered together my 3 picce paltiasse and
blankets deposited the ot in the corridor at the far end of the
block and was soon once more in the ‘land of nod’

More nrgent shouting “ All out of this block™, this is hell
I thought, relocating my pit all through the early hours of the
morning, so 1 took my bedding to the garage where [ kept the
car, moved the seats forward, and flung the whole ot in the
back and slept like a log until the birds woke me up
It appeared that the bomb disposal unit had discovered another
unexploded bomb cmbedded in the foundations of the block
immediately under where my pit had stood. Had it gone off |
would not be writing this picce of history.

[ had myy own Radio/Radar workshop facing the runmway
at the side of the sccond targe hanger to lefl of the guardroom
and for administration rcasons the bomb disposal unit was



attachied 1o my calibration umit (Padar Fast Coast Instatlabons ) The officer in chatgee of the BDU came in and
proseited me with the fuse that he had extracted from the bomb that Biad almost termimated nn life, and asked “Please
fnd cat why it didn’t go oft ™

I quickly discos cred that the fuse was clectrieal and “right up my street” and sotwo houts later was able (o give
B miy report.- there was nothing wiong with this immaculate piece of Gerniin mrotechnic engineering, the w hole
device was in perfect working otder. and 1 eventually fired 1, and blew the priman detonator to prove the pomt!. |
discoverad that the Germans were very cunning as the system they had devised did not “cock”™ the bomb until 410 6
ceconds afler leaving the bomb bay of the ancrafl
Thes had coulated the old bomb cocking device electrically. the old system had a small propetier on the nose of the
Bomb 1t rotated as the bomb fell under the pull of prasits, cocking the bomb afier a few seconds delay when the
hemb was clear of the ancrafl

How dhid the Germans do this?

e fres unit was abont 2 Sins in devmeter and about Gins long, inside were two condensers, the first condenser was
charped up from the valtage supply that activated the bomb release mechanism The first condenser then charged up
the cecond condenser via a small resistor. the whole process taking 4 to 6 seconds, after which the bomb was armed
Across the second condenser was a device which | called the inertia capsule The machining of this part was quile
evquisite and consisted of ten platinum balls mounted on fine springs all sct at dhfferent angles.
Surrvmding these hall assemblies were cirenlar platinum contacts, the paps between the contacts and the balls were
winate andd the slightest shock from any direction would complete a circuit throngh two or three balls touching their
sureonndinge contacts

Please contacts were i senes with a very fine platinum wire embedded at the stast of o slow burming, spiral,
ot epapowder il The spreal, which conld be adpusted 1o fast from 0-5 mins, fired the primary detonator. and the
b wonld then explode! The enerpy stared in the second condenser was safficient to ‘flash” the platinum wire to
whit. heat and so tpmite the guapowder trail when a contact closed

So now afler 56 years 1 am able to write about this event and explain the mystery The German pilot spotted
Dus ford i the bright moonltight, swooped down, and released his bombs, a total of eight The first five bombs exploded
Ok, bt the Tast thice did not - why?- beeause the second condenser in the bombs had insufficient time to reach a fully
chiarped condition - in other words the pilot was too close to the ground. The fine platinum wire got hot, but not hot
enosigh for ignttion. - Thank God




